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3 June 2013 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL: 13 &14 May 2013 
 

I am writing to provide you with a short report on the EU Agriculture and Fisheries Council 
meeting which I attended in Brussels on the 13 and 14 May 2013. The report is attached.   
 
I am copying this letter to the Convener of the European and External Relations Committee, 
for information. 
 
Regards 
 

 
 
RICHARD LOCHHEAD 
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AGRICULTURE & FISHERIES COUNCIL: 13 & 14 MAY 2013 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
EU Agriculture and Fisheries Ministers met in Brussels for intense discussions on the 
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) reform.  After a full day and night of negotiations, 
Council agreed a revised mandate, which should allow the Presidency to conclude a 
deal with the European Parliament on the CFP reform package. The compromise 
adjustments to the mandate concerned regionalisation, landing obligations, 
maximum sustainable yield, multiannual plans and fleet capacity. 
 
On the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reform, the Presidency sought views on 
whether three elements of the CAP reform Direct Payment provisions - active 
farmers, young farmers and small farmers scheme - should be voluntary or 
mandatory.  A qualified majority remained in favor of voluntary rather than mandatory 
schemes.  
 
Under AOB, the UK, at the request of the Scottish Government, asked the 
Commission for an update on the Atlantic mackerel dispute with Iceland and the 
Faroes.  Commissioner Damanaki commented that she was keen to meet with the 
new Iceland Government, once in place, to open up negotiations again and would 
report back to Council.  At the same time the Commission would prepare the legal 
work for trade sanctions against the Faroese following their setting of an 
autonomous quota for Atlanto-Scandian herring.   
 
This was the penultimate formal Agriculture and Fisheries Council under the Irish 
Presidency.  
 
KEY OUTCOMES 
 
CAP 
 
The Presidency focused the Council debate on three outstanding elements within the 
Direct Payments proposal where they had not yet been able to reach agreement with 
the European Parliament during the trilogue negotiations. Council were asked for 
their views on: active farmers, the young farmers scheme and the small farmers 
scheme and whether these should be voluntary or mandatory. The Commission 
supported by the European Parliament strongly favour all 3 elements as mandatory 
with particular emphasis on the young farmers scheme.  After a full round table 
discussion on the issue it became clear that, while some Members States were open 
to compromise, the majority continued to support the Council mandate of a voluntary 
approach.  
 
Council rejected a decision on the EU position on certain resolutions within the 
framework of the International Organisation for Vine and Wine(OIV). Without an 
agreed position, Member States who are also part of the OIV would need to request 
postponement of the vote at the June OIV general assembly until an EU position is 
reached.  
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CFP 
 
From the outset of the Fisheries Council the Presidency made clear they were 
seeking a revised negotiating mandate to conclude discussions with the European 
Parliament on the CFP basic regulation.  The trilogue negotiations had failed to find 
commonality on a few core issues: maximum sustainable yield, discards/landing 
obligation, regionalisation, multiannual plans and fleet capacity. In order to find 
compromises closer to the European Parliament position on these issues, the 
Presidency held a series of bilateral meetings throughout the day. By the evening it 
emerged that the main stumbling block concerned the detail of the discard ban and 
further discussion went on throughout the night to find an acceptable solution. In the 
early hours, the Presidency circulated a revised mandate with adjustments to these 
core issues. The Council agreed the revised mandate which the Presidency will take 
forward to finalise a political agreement through the remaining trilogues. The revised 
mandate retains key Scottish priorities of regionalised decision making and a discard 
ban.  

  
Common Organisation of the Markets (CMO) 
 
The Presidency informed Council that they had successfully reached a provisional 
agreement on the CMO regulation of the CFP reform provisions, thanking in 
particular the Rapporteur Struan Stevenson MEP for his constructive approach in the 
negotiations.  
 
AOB 
 
Tobacco 
 
Greece briefed the Council about potential negative impacts on the agricultural 
sector of the proposed Tobacco Products Directive, which would introduce plain 
packaging for cigarettes and other tobacco products. Greece argued this could 
damage EU tobacco producers and increase a black market economy. The 
Commission stated that the issue falls with the remit of the Employment, Social 
Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council, and the Presidency would ensure that 
the Council responsible were made aware of the concerns of the Agricultural 
Ministers regarding this proposed Directive.  
 
Global Oceans Action Summit  
 
The Netherlands highlighted the forthcoming Global Oceans Action Summit for Food 
Security and Blue Growth which would be held on 9-13 September in The Hague.  
 
Mackerel  
 
The UK highlighted the continued unresolved dispute with Iceland and the Faroes on 
overfishing of Atlantic mackerel and asked the Commission to seriously consider 
trade sanctions. The Commission proposed a final attempt at discussions with the 
new Iceland Government before considering the next steps and would report back to 
Council. Meanwhile the Commission would prepare the legal groundwork for trade 
sanctions and would seek to implement these as soon as possible against the 
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Faroes Islands for their failure to engage in multi-lateral discussions on management 
of the Atlanto-Scandian herring stock. The Council and Presidency accepted the 
Commission’s approach but stressed that the talks could not continue indefinitely.  
 
The next Agricultural and Fisheries Council will be held on 24-25 June  in 
Luxembourg.  In addition, an informal Council was held in Dublin on 27-28 May.   
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